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SUBJECT: INDIAN NAVAL BASE IN NICOBAR ISLANDS 

REF: NEW DELHI 2020 

1. PROBABLY EOLLOWING INEORMATION IS ALREADY KNOWN TO EMBASSY 
NEW DELHI, BUT IT WOULD APPEAR TO US IN SINGAPORE THAT 
TIGHTENED INDIAN SECURITY MEASURES IN ANDAMAN AND NICOBAR ISLANDS 
RELATES TO PLANNED CONSTRUCTION OE INDIAN NAVAL BASE IN THIS 
REGION. SUCH A PLAN WAS MENTIONED TO AMBASSADOR BY RECENTLY- 
ARRIVED INDIAN HIGH COMMISSIONER SIDDHARTHACHARRY DURING AM- 
BASSADOR'S COURTESY CALL ON HIM SONE WEEKS AGO. 

2. ACCORDING TO SIDDHARTHACHARRY, DESPITE INDIAN SUPPORT 
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TO ESTABLISH A MILITARY PRESENCE AT EASTERN ENTRANCE TO INDIAN 
OCEAN. SITE SELECTED EOR BASE WAS IN NICOBAR ISLANDS, WHICH HAD 
ADVANTAGE NOT ONLY OE PLACING INDIANS IN STRATEGIC POSITION 
RELATIVE TO STRAITS OF MALACCA, BUT ALSO LOCATING THEM 
ADJACENT TO INDIAN OCEAN MOUTH OE PROJECTED KRA ISTHMUS CANAL 
(IE LATTER EVER MATERIALIZES). 

3. SIDDHARTHACHARRY ALSO SAID THERE HAD BEEN SOME COMPETITION 
AMONG INDIAN DEEENSE FORCES AS TO WHICH WOULD HAVE JURISDICTION 
OVER NICOBAR ISLANDS BASE, WITH INDIAN NAVY EINALLY WINNING OUT. 
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